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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) re-
quest. Part 1254 specifies procedures for
using unrestricted records in a NARA
research room, submitting reference
requests, and ordering copies of
records.

(b) Some records are subject to re-
strictions prescribed by statute, Execu-
tive Order, or by restrictions specified
in writing in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2108 by the agency that transferred the
records to the National Archives of the
United States. All agency-specified re-
strictions must comply with the FOIA.
Even if the records are not national-se-
curity classified, we must screen some
records for other information exempt
from release under the FOIA.

§1256.22 How do I request access to
restricted information in Federal
archival records?

(a) You may file a FOIA request. To
request access under the provisions of
the FOIA, see part 1250 of this chapter,
Public Availability and Use of Federal
Records.

(b) For classified information in Fed-
eral records, you may file a FOIA re-
quest or a mandatory review request
under Executive Order 12958, as amend-
ed, as described in §1256.74.

§1256.24 How long may access to some
records be denied?

(a) Although many records are open
for research, some records are closed
for long periods, either under our gen-
eral restrictions, described in subpart
D of this part, or another governing au-
thority. For example, in accordance
with 44 U.S.C. 2108(b), we do not grant
access to restricted census and survey
records of the Bureau of the Census
less than 72 years old containing data
identifying individuals enumerated in
population censuses.

(b) Screening records takes time. We
screen records as soon as possible and
can often make most of the records in
which you are interested available. In
the case of electronic structured data-
bases, NARA can make a copy of
records with restricted information
masked. In response to FOIA requests
for records in other media, we make a
copy of the record available if we can
mask or ‘‘redact’” restricted informa-
tion.

§1256.28

§1256.26 When can I appeal decisions
about access to Federal archival
records?

(a) For information on filing appeals
for requests made under the FOIA, see
36 CFR part 1250, subpart D, Appeals.

(b) For information on filing appeals
for requests made under mandatory re-
view, see §1260.54 of this chapter.

§1256.28 Does NARA make any excep-
tions for access to records con-
taining privacy-restricted informa-
tion?

(a) NARA policy. Access to archival
records containing information access
to which would invade the privacy of
an individual is restricted by §1256.56.

(1) NARA may authorize access to
such records for the purpose of re-
search to qualified persons doing bio-
medical or social science research
under the conditions outlined in this
section as long as the records do not
also contain information restricted by
statute or national security-classified
information.

(2) If NARA is able to make a copy of
such records with all personal identi-
fiers masked or deleted, NARA will
make such a ‘‘sanitized” copy of the
record available to all researchers in
accordance with §1256.24.

(3) NARA will not grant access to re-
stricted census and survey records of
the Bureau of the Census less than 72
years old containing data identifying
individuals enumerated in population
censuses in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2108(b).

(b) Request for access. Researchers
who wish to have access to records re-
stricted by §1256.56 to conduct bio-
medical or social science research must
submit a written request to the NARA
FOIA/Privacy Act Officer (NGC), Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College
Park, MD 20740-6001. OMB control num-
ber 3095-0002 has been assigned to this
collection of information requirement.
Researchers are encouraged to consult
informally with NARA before submit-
ting the formal request. The request
must include the following informa-
tion:

(1) Name and mailing address;

(2) Institutional affiliation and posi-
tion, if applicable;
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